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Vice Speaker 

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 
CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON RULES 
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

 February 17, 2021 

MEMO 
To: Rennae Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature 

From: Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Re: Supplemental Documents to the Committee Report on Bill No. 11-36 (COR) 
As amended by the Prime Sponsor  

Buenas yan Håfa adai, 

Please include this memo and attached documents as a “Supplement to the Committee Report” 
for the Committee Report on Bill No. 11-36 (COR) As amended by the Prime Sponsor. 

Please make the appropriate indication in your records and forward to MIS for posting on our 
website. I also request that the same be forwarded to all Senators.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mary Maravilla, Committee 
on Rules Director, at 472-2461. 

Si Yu’os Ma’åse’, 

Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules  

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910 
TEL 671-472-2461 
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I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 

February 16, 2021 

The Honorable Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 
I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
163 Chalan Santo Papa 
Hagåtña Guam, 96910 

RE:  Supplemental testimonies for Committee Report on Bill No. 11-36 (COR), As 
Amended by the Prime Sponsor 

Håfa Adai Chairperson Muña Barnes: 

Please find appended to this letter, supplemental testimonies for Bill No. 11-36 (COR), As 
Amended by the Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture. I respectfully request that the 
document be included as a supplemental to the committee report on the bill.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Speaker Therese M. Terlaje COMMITTEE ON RULES 
RECEIVED:

February 17, 2021
8:00 A.M.
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February 17, 2021 

 

 
Honorable Therese M. Terlaje 
Speaker / Chair, Committee on Health, Land, Justice and Culture 
35th Guam Legislature 
Guam Congress Building 
163 Chalan Santo Papa 
Hagatna, Guam 96910 
 

Via e-mail: speaker@guamlegislature.org  
 

 

Hafa Adai Speaker Terlaje and Committee members, 

 

The Guam Women’s Chamber of Commerce (GWCC) respectfully submits the 

following testimony on:  

 

Bill No. 11-36, AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 19405 (b) OF TITLE 10 GUAM 
CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO REQUIRING LEGISLATIVE 
AUTHORIZATION TO EXTEND A DECLARATION OF STATE OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH EMERGENCY, WHICH SHALL BE KNOWN AS “THE RESTORATION 
OF SEPARATION OF POWERS ACT.” 
 

The GWCC believes this bill to be inorganic, as the Organic Act of Guam, in 

§1422, provides that “He (the Governor) may, in case of rebellion or invasion, or 

imminent danger thereof, when the public safety requires it, proclaim the island, 

insofar as it is under the jurisdiction of the government of Guam, to be under 

martial law.” Notwithstanding the fact that in 1950, Congress could not have 

imagined a female governor of a U.S. territory, this clause clearly gives our 

Maga’haga the ability to declare a public health emergency.  

 

Subsection 1422 further states that, “The members of the legislature shall meet 

forthwith on their own initiative and may, by a two-thirds vote, revoke such 

proclamation.”  

 

Given these provisions, the GWCC sees no need for Bill 11-36, and therefore 

recommends that the members of the 36th Guam Legislature invest their time in 

producing legislation that assists the island through this pandemic and onto 

recovery. However, if two-thirds of the members of the Legislature see fit to 

revoke the Governor’s emergency declaration, thereby ending access to any 

federal funding that said declaration may make available to the Government of 

Guam or its people, they may take this action forthwith, as it is provided for in 

the Organic Act.  
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The GWCC cautions that if the Legislature chooses this route, the revocation of any emergency 

declaration will be a much slower, more bureaucratic and political process and will ultimately delay 

federal funds allocated to the island for the purpose of dealing with the emergency.  This path could 

have even more devastating consequences for Guam’s overall economy, for individual residents, 

families, and for business owners. Therefore, we strongly recommend that the powers afforded to 

the executive branch by the U.S. Congress via the Organic Action of Guam be maintained for 

efficient and decisive leadership in times of emergency. 

 

Si Yu’os Ma’ase for the opportunity to submit testimony on this proposed legislation. 

 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Laura Nelson Cepeda 
President 
Guam Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
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