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I MINA'TRENTAI SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2020 (SECOND) Regular Session

Bill No. 325-35 (COR)

Introduced by: Amanda L. SheltonW

Telena Cruz Nelson -

MRQEMHMMW

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 29, TO DIVISION 2
OF TITLE 22, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE
TO REQUIRING INSURANCE COMPANIES TO COVER
TELEHEALTH AND TELEMEDICINE SERVICES
DURING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. [ Liheslaturan Guahan finds
that it is a critical time to take action to combat the spread of the Novel
Coronavirus that is globally affecting healthcare systems, economies, and the well-
being of billions of people around the world. The Novel Coronavirus, referred to as
“SARS-CoV-2”, spreads a disease named “COVID-19”. As of March 28, 2020, the
number of individuals that tested positive worldwide 1s at 662,643, with a climbing
death toll of about 30,845. To date, there is a total of 55 positive cases and 1 death
in Guam. The Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS)
has been working diligently to administer testing for COVID-19.

Telehealth is emerging as an effective and sustainable solution for
prevention, precaution, and treatment to stem the spread of COVID-19. During this

global push for mandatory social distancing, Guam residents, doctors, and all other
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healthcare providers are in need of telehealth and telemedicine services to reduce
potential exposures. Hospitals around the world are quickly adopting telehealth and
telemedicine services to treat quarantined patients who have tested positive for
COVID-19.

I Liheslaturan Guahan further finds that new regulations must emerge to
reduce the spread of COVID-19, especially to health care providers who are
exposed to the disease and other infectious diseases daily. It is therefore the intent
of, [ Liheslaturan Guahan to require that insurance companies, operating in Guam,
cover telehealth and telemedicine services during public health emergencies.

Section 2. A new Chapter 29B is added to Title 22, Guam Code Annotated to

read:

CHAPTER 29B:
TELEHEALTH AND TELEMEDICINE TO PROVIDE SERVICES
DURING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES
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Section 2. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective upon enactment.

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to
any person or circumstances is found to be invalid or contrary to law, such
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be
given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the

provisions of this Act are severable.





