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Honorable Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D. 26~ o7~ ¢ 73 S7 D

Speaker Ofﬁce of the Speaigr
I Mina’ Trenta Na Liheslaturan Gudhan

155 Hesler Place
Hagatfia, Guam 96910

Dear Speaker Won Pat:

Please find attached Bill No. 22 (LS), “AN ACT TO REPEAL AND RE-ENACT §67101 AND
TO REPEAL §§67102, 67104, 67105 OF ARTICLE 1; AND TO REPEAL ARTICLE 4,
ALL OF CHAPTER 67 OF TITLE 21, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO
ADOPTING THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE AS THE BUILDING CODE OF
GUAM,” which I have signed into law on June 16, 2009 as Public Law 30-25.

The adoption of the International Building Code updates Guam’s regulation of the design and
construction of buildings. Guam now has to develop and adopt a fire code compatible with the
new building code. Unfortunately, the 2009 edition of the International Building Code as the
Building Code of Guam is not compatible with the Guam Uniform Fire Code.

The Guam Fire Department, Prevention Bureau, Plans Review section is responsible for the
review of building construction plans (Blueprints) to ensure Fire Code compliance. The Guam
Fire Department will not be able to clear building plans because of this conflict in codes.

Since the law does not take effect until 181 calendar days following enactment, I strongly urge /
Liheslatura to address this matter and also afford a smooth transition in the implementation of
new building and fire codes to ensure the public’s health, safety and welfare.

Sinseru yan M%Vzet,

MICHAEL W. CRUZ, M.D.
I Maga’ldhen Gudhan, para pa’go
Acting Governor of Guam

Attachment
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I MINA’'TRENTA NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2009 (FIRST) Regular Session

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA’LAHEN GUAHAN

This is to certify that Substitute Bill No. 22 (LS), “AN ACT TO REPEAL AND RE-
ENACT §67101 AND TO REPEAL §§ 67102, 67104, 67105 OF ARTICLE 1; AND TO
REPEAL ARTICLE 4, ALL OF CHAPTER 67 OF TITLE 21, GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO ADOPTING THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING
CODE AS THE BUILDING CODE OF GUAM,” was on the 29t day of May 2009, duly

and regularly passed.

Judith T. Won Pat, Ed. D.
Attested: Speaker

Tina Rose Muiia Barnes
Legislative Secretary

This Act was received by I Maga’lahen Gudhan this 4 day of June 2009, at
At oclock _ A M.

APPROVED:
} Se—
MIKE W. CRUZ, MD
GOVERNOR OF GUAN ACTING
Date: 16 JuN onng

Public Law No.  30-25
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I MINA'TRENTA NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2009 (FIRST) Regular Session

Bill No. 22 (LS)
As substituted by the Committee on Ultilities,

Transportation, Public Works and Veterans Affairs,

and amended on the Floor.

Introduced by:

J. V.

T.C.

E. B. Aguon, Jr.
F. F.

E.].B. Calvo

B. J.F. Cruz

Judith P. Guthertz, DPA
T. R. Mufia Barnes

v. ¢. pangelinan
Adolpho B. Palacios, Sr.
M. J. Rector

R. J. Respicio

Telo Taitague

Ray Tenorio
Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D.

AN ACT TO REPEAL AND RE-ENACT §67101 AND TO
REPEAL §§ 67102, 67104, 67105 OF ARTICLE 1; AND TO
REPEAL ARTICLE 4, ALL OF CHAPTER 67 OF TITLE
21, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO
ADOPTING THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE

AS THE BUILDING CODE OF GUAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. Nationally, building codes are updated in
three (3) year cycles. Guam is currently using a version of the building code that is
based on the 1994 edition of the Uniform Building Code, as promulgated by the

International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO). In the year 2000, the
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Uniform Building Code was replaced by the International Building Code (IBC), a
project of the three (3) model building codes groups to consolidate their
requirements into a single set of codes applicable to all jurisdictions. There is no
UBC edition after 1997, and the ICBO no longer exists. It is the intent of /
Liheslaturan Guahan, therefore, to adopt the 2009 edition of the International
Building Code as the Building Code of Guam, as well as to place in statute a
provision that allows the adoption of subsequent updates to, or new editions of, the
International Building Code as it may become published.

Section 2. §67101 of Article 1, Chapter 67, Title 21, Guam Code
Annotated, is repealed and re-enacted to read:

“§67101. International Building Code Adopted. (a) All sections and
appendices of the 2009 edition of the International Building Code (IBC) and
those updates adopted pursuant to the Administrative Adjudication Law,
inclusive, are enacted and added to Division 2 of Title 21, Guam Code
Annotated. The IBC shall be recognized as the standard for the furtherance
of the intent of Chapter 66, The Building Law, of this Title. The Compiler of
Laws shall number the sections of the IBC appropriately to correlate with
provisions of this Title not repealed by this Act.”

Section 3.  §§ 67102, 67104, and 67105 of Article 1, Chapter 67, Title 21,
Guam Code Annotated, are repealed.

Section 4. Article 4 (Housing Code) of Chapter 67, Title 21, Guam Code
Annotated, is repealed.

Section 5. Fees. All fees in effect upon the enactment of this Act shall
continue to be in effect.

Section 6. Judicial Matters. The adoption of the IBC as the Building
Code of Guam shall not be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending in

any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of

2
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action acquired or existing, under any act or regulation hereby repealed as cited in
this Act; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost,
impaired or affected by this Act.

Section 7. Public Notice to be Given. Following enactment into law of
this Act, the Department of Public Works is hereby directed to publish in a
newspaper of general circulation the adoption of the new Building Code of Guam,
and to post, in conspicuous locations within its premises, notice of the same. This
publication and posting shall take place no later than thirty (30) days after
enactment.

Section 8. Updates to the International Building Code to be Adopted
Upon Being Published. Upon the publication of updates to, and new editions of,
the International Building Code, the Department of Public Works skall publish in a
newspaper of general circulation the planned adoption of the most recent updates
to, and new editions of, the International Building Code. The Department shall
adopt each such update or new edition via the Administrative Adjudication Law.

Section 9. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective on the one hundred
eighty-first (181%) calendar day following enactment into law.

Section 10. Severability. [f any provision of this Act, or its application to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other
provisions or applications of this Act which can be given effect without the invalid

provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are severable.






Honorable Chairman and members of this committee, although there will be challenges in meeting the
demands affiliated with the Military Build-up construction boom, we are confident that the passage of Bill
No. 22 as a Public Law will pave the way for a smooth transition for all who are empowered to
fundamentally improve the lives of the people by protecting the health, safety and welfare of the people of
Guam by creating better buildings and safer communities.

Department of Public Works, Engineering Division — Verticals, Capital Improvement Projects, submits this
testimony in support of Bill No. 22.

Respectfully Submitted:
\ { /Z —

Marlon Leano, Engine‘ér—ln Charge
Division of Engineering-Ve¢rticals, Capital Improvement Projects



GUAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PARTNERS IN PROGRESS

March 4, 2009

SENATOR THOMAS C. ADA

Chairman

Committee on Utilities, Transportation,
Public Works and Veterans Affairs

30th Guam Legislature

Ste. 207 Ada Plaza Center

173 Aspinall Avenue

Hagétiia, Guam 96910

SUBJECT: Bill No. 22 - An Act to Repeal and Re-enact Chapter 67 of Title 21
GCA, Relative to Adopting the International Building Code as the
Building Code of Guam

Dear Chairman Ada,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on Bill No. 22 relative to the Building Code
of Guam. The Developers Committee of the Guam Chamber of Commerce has reviewed the
proposed legislation and strongly recommends the need to update the current building code for
Guam. Since 1995, Guam has been using the 1994 edition of the Uniform Building Code (UBC).

The International Building Code (a project of three model building codes consolidating their
requirements into a single set of codes applicable to all jurisdictions and is updated every three
years) replaced the UBC in 2000. All other jurisdictions in the U.S., including military
commands on Guam, have adopted the 2006 International Building Code.

Building codes are intended to protect the public in relation to the construction, use of materials,
occupancy, location, maintenance and life safety issues of all structures. Fourteen years is too
long a time span to wait between building code updates especially when the prevailing
international code is updated every three years.

We strongly urge the Committee on Utilities, Transportation, Public Works and Veterans Affairs
and the 30th Guam Legislature to support the adoption of the latest edition of the International
Building Code and to adopt a “continuation provision™ to allow for the latest edition of the Code
to automatically be adopted when issued.

Sincerely,
B te

FRANK J. CAMPILLO
Chairman of the Board

173 Aspinall Avenue ¢ Suite 101, Ada Plaza Center, Hagatha * P.O. Box 283, Hagitna, GU 96932
Tel. (671) 472-6311/8001 » Fax: (671) 472-6202 » http://www.guamchamber.com.gu * FE-mail: gchamber@guamchamber.com.gu



Reszepy
DEAN GILLHAM

Monday, March 02, 2009

Senator Thomas C. Ada

Chairperson- Committee on Utilities, Transportation, Public Works, and Veterans
Affairs

Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207

173 Aspinall Avenue

Hagatna, Guam 96910

Subject: Inspection requirements of the International Building Code (IBC).
Hafa Adai Senator Ada

Attached are excerpts from the 2006 IBC (and Commentary). Section 109 addresses
inspections to be performed by building officials (DPW for Guam).

Please note that paragraph 109.4 (page 1-18) permits the Building Official to allow
inspection by private agencies. My experience is that most contractors prefer
structural inspection be made by the Structural Engineer (since my inspections are
limited to structural inspections, | must also limit my comments to structural inspection
and therefore cannot vouch for the other disciplines). This is no reflection on the DPW
inspectors. DPW inspectors are tasked with inspecting all construction projects on
Guam. As aresult, it is not always possible for the DPW inspectors to honor the
contractor’s request for inspection on a time table that matches the concrete vendor's
time table for providing the concrete, sometimes resulting in significant delays in the
contractor’s schedule (and increasing construction costs). It is typically much easier for
the designer to accommodate the contractor.

230 Julale Center - P.O. Box 3207
Agana, GU 96932

(671) 477-9224 / 477-9231 / 472-8758 - Fax: 477-3456



In addition, Section 1707 requires “Special inspections for seismic resistance”.
Guam is located in Seismic Design Category D, therefore the IBC requires special
inspection for Guam. As a note of interest, all previous codes also required special
inspection for structures in areas of high seismicity such as Guam.

However, my interpretation of IBC Section 1704 (page 17-6) is that personal
residences are exempt from Special Inspections, which | deem equitable as Special
Inspection would place an undue financial burden on the typical homeowner.

Please advise if you wish clarification of the content of this letter or further information.

Very Truly Yours

Dean Gillham

230 Julale Center - P.O. Box 3207
Agana, GU 96932

(671) 477-9224 / 477-9231 / 472-8758 - Fax: 477-3456



Azzaciated Buil
and Cootractony. nc.

Guam Contractors
Association

Guam Contractors Association

March 6, 2009

The Honorable Thomas C. Ada

Chairman, Committee on Utilities, Transportation,
Public Works and Veterans Affairs

Ste. 207 Ada Plaza Ctr.

173 Aspinall Ave.

Hagéatiia, Guam 96910

Dear Senator Ada,

The Guam Contractors Association supports Bill 22 and encourages its passage by the
Guam Legislature.

As outlined in the proposed legislation, the Uniform Building Code (UBC) was replaced
by the International Building Code (IBC) in 2000 throughout the US. This was a project
consisting of three model building code groups, to consolidate building requirements into
a single set of codes applicable to all jurisdictions. Basically, the IBC is a consolation of a
number of updates to the UBC since 1997 and also reflects the latest technologies
required to build modern structures.

Guam last updated its Uniform Building Code in 1994 although the UBC was last
updated nationally in 1997. However, that update was never adopted on Guam and
currently, UBC no longer exists. Guam’s present building codes are therefore 15 years
old, antiquated and in need of update. If Bill 22 is passed, code enforcement officials,
architects, engineers, designers and contractors working on Guam will be able to work
with a consistent set of requirements that are already accepted throughout the United
States.

Sincerely,

Louis C. DeMaria, P.E.
Chairman
Guam Contractors Association

A Proud Member

$1BC

Opr Comomrices
Asocaren

718 North Marine Corps Drive, East West Business Center, Suite 203, Upper Tumon, Guam 96913 Tel: 647-4840 Fax: 647-4866 Email- gea@ite.net
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american institute of architects guam & micronesia chaptar

Marah 4, 2008

Senator Thomas C. Ada, Chairman

Committee on Utilities, Transportation, Fublic Works and Veteran's Affairs
30" Guam Legislature

155 Hesler Place

Hagatna, GL 86910

Subject: Bill No. 22 (LS)

Dear Senator Ada:

Design professionals recognize the need for and benefit of an up-to-date building code. The
general public is not knowledgeable of building safety and rely upon professional architects,
enginears, bullding contraciors and the building official’s staff to ensure that buildings they

inhabit are safe.

Design professianals, cantractors and the huilding official iook to the building codes to guide
them in dealing with the multitude of complex issues of building safaty.

The Guam & Micronesia Chapter of the American Institute of Architects encourages the
adoption of legislation to change the applicable building code from the 1984 Uniform Building
Code (UBG) ta the latest edition of the International Building Gode (IBC).

We believe that adopting the IBC is for the public good for a nurber of reasons:

a. IBC reflects the collective knowledge and experience from the three separate mode!
codes - the Mational Building Code, the Standard Ruilding Code, and the Uniform
Building Code - that previously served different furisdictions.

b IBC requirements incorporates the latest standards for protection of the public,

C. IBC provisions for structural and ssismic safety reflect the latest research into building
design for earthquakes and wind forces and includes specific recommendations for
Guam.

d. IBC is fully integrated with the fire protection standards issued by the National Fire

Protectlon Association (NFPA),

e, iBC has been coordinated with the United States Department of Justice for conformance
with the Americans with Disabliities Act (ADA).

past office bow 24202 GMF, guam 98921



f. IBC is fully supported by the International Code Council (JCG) with staff available to
answer questtons and provide clarifications,

. ICC offers services for local jurisdictions in the form of training and plan review,

h. As of October 2008, 50 states including Hawaii, the District of Columbia and the U.S.
Virgin lslands have adopted the International Building Code.

As design professionals, we find that the use of a fourteen year old code contradicts the need
for properly designed and constructed buildings, does not provide for incarporation of the latest
developments in building construction techniques and materials, and does not incorporate ADA
Guidelines.

We, the members of the Guam & Micronesia Chapter of the American |nstitute of Architects,
strongly urge the Legielature to enact legisiation which will provide for adoption of tha
Intemational Building Code and its subsequent editions.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in this matter.

Sincerely,

Richard N. Cody,
President, Guam & Micronesia Chapter, AlA



DEAN GILLHAM

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Senator Thomas C. Ada

Chairperson— Committee on Utilities, Transportation, Public Works, and Veterans
Affairs

Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207

173 Aspinall Avenue

Hagatna, Guam 96910

Hafa Adai Senator Ada

As a registered Civil Engineer, registered Structural Engineer, and a practicing
engineer on Guam for the past 42 years, | fully support Bill No. 22. The Uniform
Building Code (UBC), and its successor, the International Building Code (IBC), have
historically been updated every three years. As stated in every edition of the UBC and
IBC, the purpose of building codes is to safeguard health, property and public welfare.

Speaking from a Structural Engineering viewpoint, the purpose of updating building
codes is to bring the codes up to the state of the art status. Engineering is not a static
science, it is a dynamic science. Each year millions of dollars are expended in
research programs to provide the design communities with more refined design
methodologies and techniques, with the intent of increasing the safety of buildings
while decreasing the cost of the same buildings. The results of this millions of dollars
in research are typically incorporated into new editions of the IBC.

In my professional opinion, Guam authorities would be remiss in not exploiting the
benefits of new and advanced design techniques which can enhance public safety
while simultaneously decreasing the relative cost of buildings.

Very Truly Yours

Dean Gillham
230 Julale Center - P.O. Box 3207
Agana, GU 96932

(671) 477-9224 / 477-9231 / 472-8758 - Fax: 477-3456
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Monday, March 02, 2009

Senator Thomas C. Ada

Chairperson— Committee on Utilities, Transportation, Public Works, and Veterans
Affairs

Ada Plaza Center, Suite 207

173 Aspinall Avenue

Hagatna, Guam 96910

Subject: Inspection requirements of the International Building Code (IBC).
Hafa Adai Senator Ada

Attached are excerpts from the 2006 IBC (and Commentary). Section 109 addresses
inspections to be performed by building officials (DPW for Guam).

Please note that paragraph 109.4 (page 1-18) permits the Building Official to allow
inspection by private agencies. My experience is that most contractors prefer
structural inspection be made by the Structural Engineer (since my inspections are
limited to structural inspections, | must also limit my comments to structural inspection
and therefore cannot vouch for the other disciplines). This is no reflection on the DPW
inspectors. DPW inspectors are tasked with inspecting all construction projects on
Guam. As aresult, it is not always possible for the DPW inspectors to honor the
contractor’s request for inspection on a time table that matches the concrete vendor's
time table for providing the concrete, sometimes resulting in significant delays in the
contractor's schedule (and increasing construction costs). It is typically much easier for
the designer to accommodate the contractor.

230 Julale Center - P.O. Box 3207
Agana, GU 96932

(671) 477-9224 / 477-9231 / 472-8758 - Fax: 477-3456



In addition, Section 1707 requires “Special inspections for seismic resistance”.
Guam is located in Seismic Design Category D, therefore the IBC requires special
inspection for Guam. As a note of interest, all previous codes also required special
inspection for structures in areas of high seismicity such as Guam.

However, my interpretation of IBC Section 1704 (page 17-6) is that personal
residences are exempt from Special Inspections, which | deem equitable as Special
Inspection would place an undue financial burden on the typical homeowner.

Please advise if you wish clarification of the content of this letter or further information.

Very Truly Yours

Dean Gillham

230 Julale Center - P.O. Box 3207
Agana, GU 96932

(671) 477-9224 / 477-9231 / 472-8758 - Fax: 477-3456



ADMINISTRATION

departments having fees paid prior to the performance
of two areas of work: plan review and inspection.

108.2 Schedule of permit fees. On buildings, structures, elec-
trical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems or alterations
requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as
required, in accordance with the schedule as established by the
applicable governing authority.

% The jurisdiction inserts its desired fee schedule at this
location. The fees are established by law, such as in
an ordinance adopting the code (see page v of the
code for a sample), a separate ordinance or legally
promulgated regulation, as required by state or local
law. Fee schedules are often based on a valuation of
the work to be performed. This conceptis based on the
proposition that the valuation of a project is related to
the amount of work to be expended in plan review, in-
spections and administering the permit, plus an ex-
cess to cover the department overhead.

To assist jurisdictions in establishing some unifor-
mity in fees, building evaluation data are published
periodically in ICC’s Building Safety Journal.

108.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a permit
shall provide an estimated permit value at time of application.
Permit valuations shall include total value of work, including
materials and labor, for which the permit is being issued, such
as electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing equipment and perma-
nent systems. If, in the opinion of the building official, the vatu-
ation is underestimated on the application, the permit shall be
denied, unless the applicant can show detailed estimates to
meet the approval of the building official. Final building permit
valuation shall be set by the building official.

% As indicated in Section 108.2, jurisdictions usually
base their fees on the value of the work being per-
formed. This section, therefore, requires the applicant
to provide this figure, which is to include the total value
of the work, including materials and labor, for which
the permit is sought. If the building official believes that
the value provided by the applicant is underestimated,
the permit is to be denied unless the applicant can
substantiate the value by providing detailed estimates
of the work to the satisfaction of the building official.
For the construction of new buildings, the building val-
uation data referred to in Section 108.2 can be used by
the building official as a yardstick against which to
compare the applicant’s estimate.

108.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person
who commences any work on a building, structure, electrical,
gas, mechanical or plumbing system before obtaining the neces-
sary permits shall be subject to a fee established by the building
official that shall be in addition to the required permit fees.

% The building official will incur certain costs (i.e., inspec-
tion time and administrative) when investigating and
citing a person who has commenced work without
having obtained a permit. The building official is, there-
fore, entitled to recover these costs by establishing a
fee, in addition to that collected when the required per-
mit is issued, to be imposed on the responsible party.

Note that this is not a penalty, as described in Section
113.4, for which the person can also be liable.

108.5 Related fees. The payment of the fee for the construc-
tion, alteration, removal or demolition for work done in
connection to or concurrently with the work authorized by a
building permit shall not relieve the applicant or holder of the
permit from the payment of other fees that are prescribed by
law.

% The fees for a building permit may be in addition to
other fees required by the jurisdiction or others for re-
lated items, such as sewer connections, water service
taps, driveways and signs. It cannot be construed that
the building permit fee includes these other items.

108.6 Refunds. The building official is authorized to establish
a refund policy.

< This section allows for a refund of fees, which may be
full or partial, typically resulting from the revocation,
abandonment or discontinuance of a building project
for which a permit has been issued and fees have
been collected. The refund of fees should be related to
the cost of enforcement services not provided be-
cause of the termination of the project. The building of-
ficial, when authorizing a fee refund, is authorizing the
disbursement of public funds; therefore, the request
for a refund must be in writing and for good cause.

SECTION 109
INSPECTIONS

109.1 General. Construtlion of work for which a permit is
required shall be subject to inspection by the building official
and such construction or work shall remain accessible and
exposed for inspection purposes until approved. Approval as a
result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval
of a violation of the provisions of this code or of other ordi-
nances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to give
authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code or of
other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. It shall be
the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain
accessible and exposed for inspection purposes. Neither the
building official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense
entailed in the removal or replacement of any material required
to allow inspection.

% The inspection function is one of the more important
aspects of building department operations. This sec-
tion authorizes the building official to inspect the work
for which a permit has been issued and requires that
the work to be inspected remain accessible to the
building official until inspected and approved. Any ex-
pense incurred in removing or replacing material that
conceals an item to be inspected is not the responsibil-
ity of the building official or the jurisdiction. As with the
issuance of permits (see Section 105.4), approval as a
result of an inspection is not a license to violate the
code and an approval in violation of the code does not
relieve the applicant from complying with the code and
is not valid.

anne IrEDMATIAM AL 2101 R ~ANRER fAMENTARY



ADMINISTRATION

material, windows, HVAC and water-heating equip-
ment, must be inspected and approved.

109.3.8 Other inspections. In addition to the .inspections spec-
ified above, the building official is aut.honzed to make or
require other inspections of any construction work to ascertain
compliance with the provisions of th1s: che and other laws that
are enforced by the department of building safety.

< Any item regulated by the code is §ubject to 'inspectipn
by the building official to determine compliance with
the applicable code provision, aqd no h.st can include
all items in a given building. This section, therefore,
gives the building official the authority to inspect any

regulated items.
109.3.9 Special inspections. For special inspections, see Sec-

tion 1704.

< iali ctions are to be provided by the owner for

) tShpeetc;/lgiagfﬁsvork required in Seqtion 1704. The buil.d-
ing official is to approve specnal !nspectors and verify
that the required special inspections have been con-
ducted. See the commez_wtary _to Section 1704 for a
complete discussion of this topic.

109.3.10 Final inspection. The final inspection shall be made
afte; all work required by the building permit is completed.

< etion of the work for which the permit has
) t)Jepg: inggé and before issqance of the certiﬁcate of
occupancy required by Sec'tlon 110.3, a final inspec-
tion is to be made. All violations of the approved con-
struction documents and permit are to be noted and
the holder of the permit is to be notified of the

discrepancies,
109.4 Inspection agencies. The buildipg official is authorlized
to accept reports of approvec} inspection agencies, prov1ded
such agencies satisfy the requirements as to qualifications and
reliability.
< As an alternative to the building official conducting the
inspection, he or she is permitted to accept inspec-
tions of and reports by approved inspection agencies.
Appropriate criteria on which to base approval of in-
spection agencies can be found in Section_1703.

.5 Inspection Teq ests. CThe duty of the ho%der of
the building permit or their d}lly authorlzgd agent to notity the
building official when work is ready for inspection, It shall be
the duty of the permit holder to prov1de'access to :?md means for
inspections of such work that are required by this code.

St onsibility of the permit holder or other au-
) :Llosrig‘:drgzgon, suc)f/1 as the Coptraqtor perfprming the
work, to arrange for the required Inspections when
com;ﬂleted work is ready and to allow for sufficient time
for the building official to schedule a visit to the'SIte.to
prevent work from being Concealec_i prior to being in-
spected. Access to the work tq be inspected must be
provided, including any special means such as a

ladder.
109.6 Approval required. Work shall not be done beyond the
poix;t indjcated in each successive inspection without first

obtaining the approval of the building official. The buildi
official, upon notification, shall make the requested inspe
tions and shall either indicate the portion of the constructic
that is satisfactory as completed, or notify the permit holder .
his or her agent wherein the same fails to comply with th
code. Any portions that do not comply shall be corrected ar
such portion shall not be covered or concealed until authorize
by the building official,

* This section establishes that work cannot progress be
yond the point of a required inspection without th
building official's approval. Upon making the inspec
tion, the building official must either approve the conr
pleted work or notify the permit holder or other respon
sible party of that which does not comply with th
code. Approvals and notices of noncampliance mus
be in writing, as required by Section 104.4, to avoic
any misunderstanding as to what is required. Any iten
not approved cannot be concealed until it has beer
corrected and approved by the building official.

SECTION 110
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

110.1 Use and occupancy. No building or structure shall be
used or occupied, and no change in the existing occupancy
classification of a building or structure or portion thereof shall
be made until the building official has issued a certificate of
occupancy therefor as provided herein. Issuance of a certificate
of occupancy shall not be construed as an approval of a viola-
tion of the provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the
jurisdiction.

* This section establishes that a new building or struc-
ture cannot be occupied until a certificate of occu-
pancy is issued by the building official, which reflects
the conclusion of the work allowed by the building per-
mit. Also, no change in occupancy of an existing build-
ing is permitted without first obtaining a certificate of
occupancy for the new use.

The tool that the building official uses to control the
uses and occupancies of various buildings and struc-
tures within the jurisdiction is the certificate of occu-
pancy. It is unlawful to use or occupy a building or
structure unless a certificate of occupancy has been
issued. lts issuance does not relieve the building
owner from the responsibility for correcting any code
violation that may exist.

110.2 Certificate issued. After the building official inspects
the building or structure and finds no violations of the provi-
sions of this code or other laws that are enforced by the depart-
ment of building safety, the building official shall issue a
certificate of occupancy that contains the following:

1. The building permit number.

2. The address of the structure.

3. The name and address of the owner.
4,

A description of that portion of the structure for which
the certificate is issued,
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2. In wind Exposure Category C or D, where the 3-sec-
ond-gust basic wind speed is 110 mph (49 m/s) or
greater.

< Where the risk of wind damage is elevated, the code
requires added special inspections for key structural
components.

1705.4.1 Wind requirements in the statement of special
inspections. When Section 1705 .4 specifies that wind require-
ments be included, the statement of special inspections shall
identify the main windforce-resisting systems and wind-resist-
ing components subject to special inspections as specified in
Section 1705.4.2.

< The wind hazard thresholds established in Section
1705.4 identify the conditions that warrant additional
inspections to provide for wind resistance. As a mini-
mum, these wind-resistance inspections must cover
the items that are listed in Section 1704.5.2.

1705.4.2 Detailed requirements. The statement of special
inspections shall include at least the following systems and
components:

1. Roof cladding and roof framing connections.

2. Wall connections to roof and floor diaphragms and fram-
ing.

3. Roof and floor diaphragm systems, including collectors,
drag struts and boundary elements.

4. Vertical windforce-resisting systems, including braced
frames, moment frames and shear walls.

5. Windforce-resisting system connections to the founda-
tion.

6. Fabrication and installation of systems or components
required to meet the impact-resistance requirements of
Section 1609.1.2.

Exception: Fabrication of manufactured Systems or com-
ponents that have a label indicating compliance with the
wind-load and impact-resistance requirements of this code.

- *This section lists the structural elements that are criti-

Calto wind performance and are therefore subjected to
these additional special inspections. The exception

- &Xempts manufactured components and assemblies
that are labeled as complying with the required wind
load and impact resistance.

SECTION 1706
CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY

1706.1 Contractor responsibility. Each contractor responsi-
Blefor the construction of a main wind- or seismic-force-resist-
ng System, designated seismic system or a wind- or
?Elsmlc-resisting component listed in the statement of special
”}Spec.ﬁons shall submit a written statement of responsibility to
I‘he bullding official and the owner prior to the commencement
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of work on the system or component. The contractor’s state-
ment of responsibility shall contain the following:

1. Acknowledgment of awareness of the special require-
ments contained in the statement of special inspections;

2. Acknowledgment that control will be exercised to obtain
conformance with the construction documents approved
by the building official;

3. Procedures for exercising control within the contractor’s
organization, the method and frequency of reporting and
the distribution of the reports; and

4. Identification and qualifications of the person(s) exercis-
ing such control and their position(s) in the organization.

“ The statement of contractor responsibility is required
wherever the statement of special inspections in-
cludes additional wind- or seismic-resistance inspec-
tions. This statement by the contractor is separate
from the statement of special inspections. It repre-
sents the contractor’s acknowledgement of these
added special inspections that are beyond what is typi-
cally required. The exact methods of control are the re-
sponsibility of individual contractors, subject to ap-
proval by the building official; however, special
inspections of the work are required in specific situa-
tions to provide the building official reasonable assur-
ance that there is compliance with the approved con-
struction documents.

The qualifications of each contractor and the sub-
contractors can vary considerably. This statement is
an opportunity to identify those areas of special con-
cern that must be add