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’ Melissa B. Savares
Office of the Mayor Mayor
MUNICIPALITY OF DEDEDO dnarewibered Benageme

July 7, 2009

Hafa Adai Chairman Pangelinan and Members of the 30™ Guam Legislature:

On behalf of the Municipality of Dededo and the Dededo Municipal Planning Council we
are in support of Bill No. 152. As the Mayor and Vice Mayor of Dededo, we know that
Bill 152 will allow the Farmers Cooperative Association of Guam, Inc. (Farmer’s Co-op)
to operate in a facility that will be accessible to all farmers on Guam.

At this time farmers must drive around the island to distribute their goods. With the
farmers having a place to call home, this venue will not only be accessible them, but to
their customers as a one-stop facility to get fresh fruits, vegetables, fish and fresh
livestock for consumption. We believe in the saying “It taste better if it was harvested or
caught within the 8 mile radius from where you consume it”. In other words, “The
Fresher, the Better”.

At this time, the Farmers Co-op is currently situated themselves at the Dededo Municipal
Building (old Dededo Police Station). This partnership between the municipality and the
farmers has been an asset to our growing community. Farmers have conducted
workshops and training for others interested in the industry.

Lot No. 10155-1 located at the corner of West Santa Monica Ave. and Marine Corps
Drive in the Municipality of Dededo is a parcel of 6.9947 acres. This area has been
identified as a “Public Market Site” on Guam maps.

Farmer’s Co-op intends to construct a facility to accommodate not only its activities but
to include the relocation of the existing Dededo Flea Market to this site. The Farmers
Co-op will operate seven (7) days a week. The Flea Market operations will be restricted
to Saturday and Sundays only.

In the past, there have been several accidents at the current location, which unfortunately,
resulted in death of two individuals along this busy roadway. The current Flea Market is
located between two major roadways. The patrons must park across the street and many

of them do not use the designated crosswalk available for their safety.

By joining forces and collaborating as a team, the property will be safely designed where
the sale and distribution of produce and livestock can occur daily. The Flea Market
operations will with the sale of other items, such as food, clothing, local artifacts and
other household trades will be limited only to weekends.

GOVERNMENT OF GUAM e« I O. Box 786, Hagaufia, Guam 96932
Office: (671) 632-5203 /5019 « Fax: (671) 637-1129



The Farmers Co-op being the main occupant of the property will be located at the center
of property having all the necessary utilities within their operations. The Flea Market
will surround their operations on weekends. Because of the size of the parcel, there will
be designated parking for customers within the same property.

The current Flea Market location can be utilized by the Guam Mass Transit as a “Park
and Ride” Lot. By implementing a “Park and Ride” on Guam, this will definitely reduce
the traffic congestion that we currently have on all roadways traveling to our northern
villages.

We believe that this Bill No. 152 will definitely be a Win-Win for all members of our
island. The Farmers Co-op will finally have a home, the relocation of the Dededo Flea
Market to a safer location and a “Park and Ride” Lot for the Guam Mass Transit to
eliminate traffic congestion on our roadways.

Thank you for your time!

y /@ O 2§t

Vice Mayor Andrew Peter A. Benavente
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The Honorable Vicente C. Pangelinan =7 e AN v 3

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, Taxation, o] ‘(3\'«'*';' e
Banking, Insurance, Retirement and Land A

30" Guam Legislature

Suite 101 Quan Building

324 West Soledad Avenue

Hagatna, GU 96910

Ref.: Testimony on Bill 152 (COR)
Dear Mr. Chairman and Committee Members:

The University of Guam generally agrees with the intent of Bill 152, an act to provide the Guam
Farmer’'s Cooperative Association a parcel of land in Dededo for the purpose of marketing
farmers’ produce and for other services. As an institution of higher learning, UOG, with
appropriate funding support, may be able to assist the Guam Farmer’s Cooperative Association
in facilitating, through formal and non-formal means, the assessment and strategic planning
processes for the Association. One aspect of this is bringing the various entities to the table to
facilitate discussions targeted towards strategic plan development. However, if UOG were to
take on the role of coordination of these various aspects as intended by the Bill, then there
would be additional costs to UOG. For instance, there would be a need to recruit someone to
facilitate this as it goes beyond the scope of our mandated norm of services. Such an activity
requires additional funds to hire or reprogram faculty and staff. If it becomes another unfunded
mandate, then it will affect the delivery of our regular programs and support of our Federal
grants.

In addition, this written testimony is submitted with the recommendation that certain sections of
the Bill be amended to better align the programs and services the University has to offer for both
the farmers and the Association, separately and as a whole. For example, on the matter of the
Small Business Development Center (SBDC), by statute the SBDC, exists to support private
sector businesses, more specifically to assist individuals. However, SBDC can provide
counseling and training to the members of the Association. As for the College of Natural and
Applied Sciences (CNAS), we note that the Association currently has an MOU with CNAS
whereby CNAS is already providing some of the assistance delineated in the Bill. This
assistance is ongoing.

Lastly, we suggest that the Bill include language to encourage the Association to work with
various entities (UOG’s CNAS, SBPA and SBDC, and Department of Agriculture) to apply for
grants to further the goals and objectives of the Association and thus benefit our local farmers.
The goal must be to have a sustainable organization that is funded from external sources. An
organization such as a Farmer's Cooperative is also best advised to secure funding to obtain

AU.S. Land Grant Institution accredited by the Western Association of Schools & Colleges
The University of Guam is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Provider,



" the services of a manager to ensure that the function of the Association is carried out to fruition,
basically the coordinating role mentioned above.

Based on the above, we recommend the following changes to the Bill:

Page 4, line 15, change to read:
“...of Natural and Applied Sciences as the lead government entity in providing identifying the
necessary...”

Page 4, line 18, change to read:

“...coordinate-the-services facilitate meetings and dialog among all pertinent government
entities that will support the successful...”

Page 4, line 27, change to read:
“...Share any ether-support information that may assist the Association in its operation and
marketing...”

Page 5, line 4, change to read:
“The Association, through a Memorandum of Understanding, shall seek collaboration with the
School of Business and Public...”

o ' .. Offer business counseling and training to the Association’s members...;”

Page 6, lines 1 through 3, change to read:

“These entities shall provide such services and general assistance at-no-costas-it-appliesto
respestive-programs--thus-enabling-subject to availability of funding. to the Association as a
Guam nonprofit organization. This assistance will promote the successful establishment of the
Association for the benefit of our local farmers and the growth of the island's traditional industry.
For services and support beyond this. the Association is encouraged to work with the entities
(UOG’s CNAS, SBPA and SBDC, and Guam Department of Agriculture) to apply for grants to
fund these efforts or hire needed expertise beyond the resources currently available.”

In closing, we trust the above-suggested amendments will find the Committee’s favorable
acceptance.

Sincerely,

RIS

Robert A. Underwood, Ed.D.
President
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I Mina Trenta Na Liheslaturan Gudhan ‘%,

From: Senator Rory I. Respicio
Chairperson, Committeg¢/on Rules

I Mina’Trenta Na Liheslaturan Gudthan

Benjamin J. E Cruz
ViCE SPEARER

Tina Rose Mufa Barnes
LEGISLATIVE SECRITTARY

Thomas C. Ada

3 Subject:
SENATOR :

Referral of Bill No. 152 (COR)

As Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, | am forwarding my re-
referral of Bill No. 152 (COR),

Frank B. Aguon, Jr.
SENATOR

Adalpho B. Palacios, Sr.

SENATOR Pleasc ensure that the subjcct Bill is veferred, in my name, to the

respective Chairperson, as shown on the attachment. Tam also
requesting that the same be forwarded to all Senators of I Mina Trenta
Na Liheslaturan Guahan

Vicente C. Pangelinan
Senaror

Matthcw Rect . . .
A o Should you have any questions, please contact Elaine Tajalle or

SENATOR 4
Stephanie Mendiola from my office.
MINORITY _
MEMBERS: Si Yu'os Ma 'dse.
Frank E Blas, Jr. Attachment
SENATOR

James V. Espaldon
SENATOR
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Bill Sponsor Description Date Date Committee
e ‘ . ‘ Introduced | Referred Referred
152(COR) | v.c. An act to repeal and reenact| 6-15-09 6-30-0Y Committee on
pangclinan, | Section 68975 Article 11, Title Appropriations,
T.R Muna 21 Guam Code Annotated Taxation, Banking,
Bames, F.F. Relative to Farmer’s Insurancz, ]lf:u(;cment,
N (R : and Lan
Blas, Jr,, J.V. Cooperative Association of
Espaldon

Guam..
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Chairman
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Member
Committee on Education

Member
Committee on
Municipal Affairs,
Aviation, Housing, and
Recreation

Member
Committee on Labor, the
Public Structure,
Public Libraries, and
Technology

Mina'Trenta Na Liheslaturan Guidhan

Senator vicente (ben) c. pangelinan (D)

June 30, 2009
Memorandum
To All Senators

From: /‘/%énator ben pangelinan

Re: ~  Public Hearing Notice

The Committee on Appropriations, Taxation, Banking, Insurance and
Land will be conducting a public hearing beginning at 1:00pm on
Tuesday, July 7, 2009 at the Guam Legislature’s Public Hearing Room.
The following resolution and bills are on the agenda:

BILL NO. 100 (COR) (Aguon): AN ACT RELATIVE TO
REAFFIRMING THE JUDICIARY OF GUAM AS A SEPARATE
AND EQUAL BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT, THROUGH
ENSURING THE PROPER AND TIMELY DISBURSEMENTS OF
CASH ALLOTMENTS NECESSARY FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN THE COURTS AS
PROVIDED IN THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS MADE BY 7
LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN TO THE JUDICIAR OF GUAM.

BILL NO 152 (COR) (pangelinan): AN ACT TO REPEAL AND
REENACT SECTION 68975 ARTICLE 11, TITLE 21 GUAM
CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO FARMER’S
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION OF GUAM.

Si Yu'os Ma'ase,

324 W. Soledad Ave. Suite 100, Hagatfia, Guam 96910

Tel: (671) 473-(4BEN) 4236 - Fax: (671) 473-4238 - Email: senbenp@guam.net
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Mina’ Trenta Na Liheslaturan Guahan
THIRTIETH GUAM LEGISLATURE

Senator vicente ‘“ben” c. pangelinan

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, TAXATION, BANKING, INSURANCE,
RETIREMENT AND LAND
PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, July 7, 2009
1:00pm
Guam Legislature Public Hearing Room

AGENDA

BILL NO. 100 (COR): AN ACT RELATIVE TO
REAFFIRMING THE JUDICIARY OF GUAM AS A
SEPARATE AND EQUAL BRANCH OF THE
GOVERNMENT, THROUGH ENSURING THE PROPER
AND TIMELY DISBURSEMENTS OF CASH ALLOTMENTS
NECESSARY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN
THE COURTS AS PROVIDED IN THE ANNUAL
APPROPRIATIONS MADE BY I LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
TO THE JUDICIARY OF GUAM.

BILL NO 152 (COR): AN ACT TO REPEAL AND REENACT
SECTION 68975 ARTICLE 11, TITLE 21 GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO FARMER’S COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION OF GUAM.

For copies of bills, you can log onto http://guamlegislature.com
If you require any special accommodations, please contact the Office of Senator ben
pangelinan at 473-4236 or email at senbenp@guam.net

324 W. Soledad Ave. Hagatna, Guam 96910
Ph.473-4236 Fax.473-4238
Email: senbenp@ guam.net





