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ADA’S PLAZA CENTER, STE 202 A, 173 ASPINALL AVENUE HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
TEL: (671) 989-7696 / 4678 ǀ EMAIL: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org 

THE OFFICE OF SENATOR 
TELENA CRUZ NELSON 
I  MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN  |  36th GUAM LEGISLATURE 

May 11, 2022 

The Honorable Therese M. Terlaje 
Speaker 
I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
163 Chalan Santo Papa 
Hagåtña Guam, 96910 

VIA: The Honorable Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
 Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

RE: Author’s Report on Resolution No.  315-36 (LS) as Amended.

Håfa Adai Speaker Terlaje: 

Transmitted herewith is the Author’s Report on Resolution No. 315-36 (LS)� DV� DPHQGHG, 
“Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 
36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, which 
seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a 
nongovernmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs”. 
Sincerely, 

Telena Cruz Nelson 
Author 

COMMITTEE ON RULES
RECEIVED:
May 11, 2022

9:21 A.M. 



 THE OFFICE OF SENATOR 
TELENA CRUZ NELSON 
I  MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN  |  36th GUAM LEGISLATURE 

AUTHOR’S REPORT 

Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) 
As Amended

 “Relative to expressing the utmost 
support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na 
Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam 
Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 
6675, the “Independent VA Audit 
Act”, which seeks to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek 
to enter into an agreement with 
a nongovernmental entity to 
conduct an audit of the healthcare 
system of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.”

Introduced by Telena Cruz Nelson



Vice Speaker 

TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 
CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON RULES 
I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING | 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA | HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
cor@guamlegislature.org  | (671) 472-2461  

  April 7, 2022 

MEMO 
To: Rennae Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Legal Counsel 

From: Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Re: Referral of Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) 

Håfa adai, 

As per my authority as Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding the referral of Resolution 
No. 315-36 (LS) – Telena Cruz Nelson – “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na 
Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit 
Act”, which seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a non-
governmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans Affairs.” 

Please ensure that the subject resolution is referred to Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author of Resolution 
No. 315-36 (LS).  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mary Maravilla, Committee on Rules 
Director at 472-2461.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

GUAM CONGRESS BUILDING 
163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA  

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM  96910  
TEL 671-472-2461  

COR@GUAMLEGISLATURE.ORG 
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ADA’S PLAZA CENTER, STE 202 A, 173 ASPINALL AVENUE HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
TEL: (671) 989-7696 / 4678 ǀ EMAIL: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org 

THE OFFICE OF SENATOR 
TELENA CRUZ NELSON 
I  MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN  |  36th GUAM LEGISLATURE 

May 2, 2022 

MEMORANDUM 

To:             All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders and Media 
From: Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author 
Subject: FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:00 P.M. 

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that the Office Senator Telena Cruz Nelson will convene a 
Public Hearing on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., in the Public Hearing Room of I Liheslaturan 
Guåhan. The agenda includes the following: 

• Bill No. 288-36 (LS) – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SECTION 77134 TO CHAPTER 77 OF TITLE 21
OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE ADMISSION FEES OF THE GUAM
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES TO PROVIDE VETERANS FREE
ADMITTANCE TO RECREATIONAL EVENTS AND GAMES SPONSORED BY THE
GOVERNMENT OF GUAM.”

• Res. No. 315-36 (LS) – “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan
Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”,
which seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a non-
governmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans Affairs.”

Written testimonies may be delivered to the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson at 173 Aspinall Avenue,
Suite 202A, Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to
senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson via phone call at 671-989-7696
or via email.

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, and stream
online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be available
online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your participation!

Si Yu'os Ma'åse'!
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 THE OFFICE OF SENATOR    

TELENA CRUZ NELSON  
I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN | 36th GUAM LEGISLATURE  

May 3, 2022  
  
MEMORANDUM  
  

 To:              All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders and Media  
 From:    Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author  

Subject:  RESCIND AND REPLACE FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, May 9, 
2022 at 5:00 P.M.  

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that the Office Senator Telena Cruz Nelson will convene a 
Public Hearing on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., in the Public Hearing Room of I Liheslaturan 
Guåhan. The agenda includes the following:  
  

• Bill No. 288-36 (LS) – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SECTION 77134 TO CHAPTER 77 OF TITLE 21 
OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO THE ADMISSION FEES OF THE GUAM 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES TO PROVIDE VETERANS FREE 
ADMITTANCE TO RECREATIONAL EVENTS AND GAMES SPONSORED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GUAM.”  

• Res. No. 315-36 (LS) – “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan 
Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, 
which seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a 
nongovernmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.”  
  
Written testimonies may be delivered to the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson at 173 Aspinall Avenue,  
Suite 202A, Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to 
senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least 
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.   
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or 
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson via phone call at 671-989-7696 
or via email.  
  
The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, and stream 
online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be available 
online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your participation!    
  



Si Yu'os Ma'åse'!  

ADA’S PLAZA CENTER, STE 202 A, 173 ASPINALL AVENUE HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910  
TEL: (671) 989-7696 / 4678 ǀ EMAIL: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org  
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JXDPOHJLVODWXUH�RUJ�� 7KH� &RPPLWWHH� UHTXHVWV� WKDW� WHVWLPRQLHV� EH� VXEPLWWHG� DW� OHDVW� IRUW\�HLJKW� ����
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 THE OFFICE OF SENATOR    

TELENA CRUZ NELSON  
I MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN | 36th GUAM LEGISLATURE  

May 5, 2022  
  
MEMORANDUM  
  

 To:              All Honorable Senators, Stakeholders and Media  
 From:    Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author  

Subject:  SECOND NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:00 P.M.  

Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Please be advised that the Office Senator Telena Cruz Nelson will convene a 
Public Hearing on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., in the Public Hearing Room of I Liheslaturan 
Guåhan. The agenda includes the following:  
  

• Res. No. 315-36 (LS) – “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan 
Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, 
which seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a 
nongovernmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.”  
  
Written testimonies may be delivered to the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson at 173 Aspinall Avenue,  
Suite 202A, Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to 
senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least 
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.   
  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or 
accommodations should contact the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson via phone call at 671-989-7696 
or via email.  
  
The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, and stream 
online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be available 
online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your participation!    
  
Si Yu'os Ma'åse'!  
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Public Hearing 

Monday, May 9, 2022 
5:00 P.M. 

Agenda 

I. Call to Order at 5:00 P.M. 

II. Opening Remarks by Senator Telena C. Nelson, Author

III. Items for discussion

• Res. No. 315-36 (LS) – “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai
Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R.
6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, which seeks to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a nongovernmental entity
to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans Affairs.”

IV. Closing Remarks

V. Adjournment 

The hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112-4, 
and stream online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the 
hearing will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. 
We look forward to your participation! 

Si Yu'os Ma'åse' 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 7, 2022 

Nelson Advocates for the Independent VA Audit Act 

Hagåtña, Guam – Today, Senator Nelson introduced Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) in 
support of H.R. 6675, the "Independent VA Audit Act" introduced by Representative Paul 
A. Gosar. The Act seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to hire a non-
governmental entity to conduct an audit of the Department of Veterans Affairs healthcare 
system. The third-party auditor will provide increased transparency and use a thorough 
plan to address delays Veterans experience in obtaining proper healthcare services.  

If enacted, H.R. 6675 would greatly benefit Guam's Veterans and the Guam Veterans 
Affairs Office (GVAO) by improving the overall Veterans Affairs Healthcare System.  

"For far too long, our Veterans have experienced countless delays and roadblocks 
when obtaining healthcare services and processing claims," said Senator Nelson.  

"Having a third party Audit the GVAO's healthcare system will create transparency 
and provide them with a better plan to combat these issues. Our Veterans have 
sacrificed so much for our freedoms. We need to ensure that they obtain the 
healthcare they have earned and deserve," said Senator Nelson.  

For more information, please contact Auriann Camacho at the Office of Senator 
Telena Cruz Nelson at (671) 989-7696 or senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org 

- END OF STATEMENT - 
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Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

Request FAQs: H.R. 6675 "Independent VA Audit Act"
2 messages

Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Thu, Feb 24, 2022 at 10:21 AM
To: az04.requests@mail.house.gov
Cc: tom.vanflein@mail.house.gov, rory.burke@mail.house.gov

Hafa adai (Greetings from Guam) Congressman Paul Gosar:

I hope this email finds you well. Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Majority Leader of the 36th Guam Legislature continues
to advocate for our local veterans.

Senator Nelson is aware of the limited services provided to veterans living within U.S. territories. She is strongly
interested in being informed on the proposed legislation, all pertinent information related to the above will assist in
ensuring that veterans residing on Guam and U.S. territories are afforded the same opportunities and other needed
benefits and services.


With your proposed legislation of H.R. 6675, will it extend to Guam and other U.S. territories that serve veterans? If
not, is it possible to include veterans residing on Guam and other U.S. territories?

Si Yu'os Ma'ase' (Thank you),
Michelle Manibusan
Policy Analyst 
-- 


The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you."


Van Flein, Tom <Tom.VanFlein@mail.house.gov> Thu, Feb 24, 2022 at 10:56 AM
To: Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>
Cc: "Burke, Rory" <Rory.Burke@mail.house.gov>, "MacMullan, Troy" <Troy.MacMullan@mail.house.gov>

Hafa adai—

I recall my time in Guam quite fondly. 

Our bill is not limited to just the states but should apply to all VA facilities and programs operated by the VA in every
state and territory.  

I will make sure Troy, copied here, keeps you informed of this bill and any updates. 

Always feel free to reach out and thank you. 

Tom Van Flein
Chief of Staff 
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org
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On Feb 23, 2022, at 5:22 PM, Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@
guamlegislature.org> wrote:


[Quoted text hidden]

mailto:senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org


I 

117TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 6675 

To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement 
with a nongovernmental entity to conduct an audit of the health care 
system of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 9, 2022 
Mr. GOSAR introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 

on Veterans’ Affairs 

A BILL 
To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter 

into an agreement with a nongovernmental entity to con-
duct an audit of the health care system of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Independent VA Audit 4

Act’’. 5
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2 

•HR 6675 IH

SEC. 2. AUDIT OF HEALTH CARE SYSTEM OF THE DEPART-1

MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 2

(a) AUDIT.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 3

seek to enter into an agreement with a nongovernmental 4

entity to conduct an audit of the health care system of 5

the Department of Veterans Affairs, including with re-6

spect to the timeliness of available appointments for vet-7

erans to receive hospital care and medical services. 8

(b) SUBMISSION.—Not later than December 31, 9

2023, the Secretary shall submit to the Committees on 10

Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives and the 11

Senate the audit conducted under subsection (a). 12

Æ 
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AUTHOR’S REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 

Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) was introduced on Thursday, April 7, 2022 by Senator Telena 
Cruz Nelson and was subsequently referred by the Committee on Rules to Senator Telena 
Cruz Nelson, Author, on Thursday, April 7, 2022. The Author convened a Public Hearing 
on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., in I Liheslaturan Guahan Public Hearing Room of 
the Guam Congress Building. 

Public Notice Requirements  
Public Hearing notices were disseminated via e-mail to all senators and all main media 
broadcasting outlets on Monday, May 2, 2022, and the second notice on Thursday, May 5, 
2022. Notice of today’s hearing was also available on the Guam Legislature’s website. 

Senators Present 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author 
Senator V. Anthony Ada 

Appearing before the Panel 
Lucia Perez, GVAO Special Projects Coordinator 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

The Public Hearing was called-to-order at 5:03 P.M.

Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Buenas yan Håfa Adai! Thank you, Senator (Ada)
for being with us. Today is Monday, May 9, 2022 and it is currently 17:03 in the afternoon.

For the record and in accordance with the Open Government Law, public notices were sent
out via email to all senators, stakeholders, and the Guam Daily Post on Monday, May 2,
2022, and the second notice on Thursday, May 5, 2022. Notice of today’s hearing was also
available on the Guam Legislature’s website.

I’d like to thank Senator Tony Anda for joining us this evening or this afternoon. Today
we are here to discuss the Resolution No. 315-36 (LS), which is relative to expressing the
utmost support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam
Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, which seeks
to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a
nongovernmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.”
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Pursuant to Guam Public Law 17-25, the Guam Veterans Affairs Office was established 
and through its inception, GVAO is responsible for the administration of all local laws 
representing all veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces and works collaboratively with the 
United States Veterans Affairs Administration on all matters relating to local veterans. 
 
Thank you for joining us, Ms. Lucia Perez. 
 
Guam would greatly benefit from H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, due to 
Guam Veterans Affairs Office disabling healthcare issues with the backlogs of their 
outpatient clinic, would alleviate potential barriers to their earned benefits and services, 
particularly healthcare. If enacted, GVAO will continue to focus on striving to earn the 
trust and confidence of Guam veterans and their families in continuing efforts in the 
processing of their claims. 
 
I’d like to thank Senator Tony Ada for joining me this evening and also Ms. Lucia Perez, 
who is a representative from the Guam Veterans Affairs Office. Essentially this will also 
impact the community. This will also perform an audit on the Community Based Outpatient 
Clinic (CBOC) and so, this will assist in the assessment of the operations and the funding 
measures and services being provided through that clinic. 
 
Ms. Lucia Perez, would you like to give any comments or testimony on this resolution? 
 
Lucia Perez, Special Projects Coordinator of the Guam Veterans Affairs Office: Yes, 
Senator (Nelson), thank you very much. For the record, my name is Lucia Perez and I am 
a representative of the Guam Office of Veterans Affairs. My capacity as a Special Projects 
Coordinator. 
 
On the first page of the bill, where has line numbers 9 and 10. And I understand it says 
have served an active military: Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marines, Navy and Space 
Force. There is another group of Veterans that I’d like to bring to your attention and I can 
provide more information later if necessary but they are categorized as the Korean Vietnam 
Veterans and as recently as in September of last year (2021), I know there was H.R. 
provided that recognized these veterans and so, I wanted to make sure that that group was 
also included in this group of individuals to ensure that we cover the full gamut of Veterans 
that we have out here on the island. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Okay. 
 
Lucia Perez, Special Projects Coordinator of the Guam Veterans Affairs Office: Other 
than that, our office (GVAO) is in support of this resolution and pending any other 
questions or comments. 
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Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: No questions. Do you have any questions or 
comments [referring to Senator Tony Ada]? 
 
Senator V. Anthony Ada: No, questions. Thank you. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Okay, just to add on just so the public is aware. 
The Veteran’s Affairs Office is taking the following proactive steps to help the reduction 
in backlog which is by hiring and training 2,000 new personnel to assist in claims 
processing. That is the Veterans Affairs Office nationwide. Utilize ARP funds for overtime 
to ensure timely claims processing, deploy FY22 resources to support Agent Orange 
presumptive processing as well as for general Compensation and Pension claims 
processing. 
 
• As of October 2021: 

 
o more than 204,000 backlog claims in an inventory of 603,000 total claims 
o VA identified 70,000 claims to review for additional Agent Orange and 

Parkinsonism, bladder cancer, and hypothyroidism presumptive 
o Backlogged in October 2021, projected 260,000 pending claims 

 
The backlog has decreased by more than 14,000 claims since the end of August 2021. With 
continued improvement of VA’s ability to obtain C&P examinations and Federal Records, 
and with all requested resources received, VBA plans to address the impending increase 
and then further reduce the current claims backlog to 100,000 claims by April 2024. 
 
So, the backlog total of 222,027 claims and this will directly address those claims, finding 
a solution for the backlog and also the audit of the CBOC. So… 
 
Lucia Perez, Special Projects Coordinator of the Guam Veterans Affairs Office: Yes, 
Senator (Nelson) and that was also brought up in our conference, when we had in February 
of this year (2022) in Virginia. Where the Secretary of the VA did recognize that and 
assured all the State Directors Veterans Affairs Office that it is something that they are 
actively looking at and ensuring that it is addressed with more presumptive cases coming 
up such as the burn pit cases and the blue water and all the other cases. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Okay, thank you so much Ms. Perez. Senator Ada, 
do you have any questions? 
 
Senator V. Anthony Ada: No, questions, Madam Chair. Just to thank Ms. Perez for 
coming down to testify in favor of Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) and to you, Madam Chair 
for introducing this resolution in support of H.R. 6675. It’s important to know that these 
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are the types of resolutions that we need to introduce to support H.R. (House Resolutions) 
in the Senate.  

So, that we can ensure that the healthcare of our Veterans here on our island is always 
foremost and up in front you know up front and center you know to ensure that we’re also 
getting the care that we need. I mean everything from scheduling appointments to 
medication to whatever it may be and thank you for coming down to testify in favor of this 
resolution.  

And we look forward, Madam Chair, for you to put this onto the session floor, so, that we 
may go ahead and vote on it and send it out as soon as possible.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you, Senator (Ada) and thank you, Ms. 
Lucia Perez for taking your time out of today. I know it probably was a bit rushed for you 
but thank you for managing to be here and we will work closely with your office (GVAO) 
to make the amendment to ensure that the category of the Korean Vietnam Veterans… 

Lucia Perez, Special Projects Coordinator of the Guam Veterans Affairs Office: 
Korean Vietnam Veterans. 

Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Korean Vietnam Veterans are also included within 
this resolution. 

Lucia Perez, Special Projects Coordinator of the Guam Veterans Affairs Office: 
Thank you. 

Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you very much. Seeing that we have 
exhausted all the items on the agenda. It is now 17:11 and this Public Hearing is adjourned. 
Thank you. 

The Public Hearing was adjourned at 17:11 P.M. 

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Public Hearing for Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) received unanimous support within
the Guam’s Veterans community, and most particularly within the Guam Veterans Affairs
Office. Special Projects Coordinator, Ms. Lucia Perez, representative of GVAO, was
present and provided oral testimony in favor of the resolution.

During the public hearing, Ms. Lucia Perez, advised the panel, of a conference she attended
in February 2022, that the Secretary of the Veterans Affairs acknowledged the
overwhelming backlogs and delays of the benefits and services provided within the VA
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healthcare system and assured all the State Directors of the Veterans Affairs Office’s 
including the Guam Veterans Affairs Office that the VA Administration is actively and 
continually ensures these concerns are properly addressed with a proactive approach. 

Ms. Lucia Perez also suggested an amendment and were recommended to the Prime 
Author, Senator Telena Cruz Nelson. Recommendation included: 

• Ms. Perez suggested within Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) to include verbiage
“Korean Vietnam Veterans”, to lines 9 and 10 of page 1

Senator Telena Cruz Nelson hereby reports out Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) As 
amendedd by the Author, “Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai 
Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for the passage of H.R. 6675, 
the “Independent VA Audit Act”, which seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to seek to enter into an agreement with a nongovernmental entity to conduct an audit of 
the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans Affairs,” with the recommendation 
TO DO ADOPT. 
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I MINA′TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 
2022 (SECOND) Regular Session 

Resolution No. 315-36 (LS) 
As Amended by the Author. 

Introduced by: Telena Cruz Nelson 

Relative to expressing the utmost support of I Mina'Trentai 
Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) for 
the passage of H.R. 6675, the “Independent VA Audit Act”, 
which seeks to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
seek to enter into an agreement with a non-governmental 
entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I 1 

MINA′TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN: 2 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs benefits and healthcare 3 

services include, but are not limited, to treat illnesses and injuries, short-term and long-4 

term care, dental and vision care; and Veterans Affairs (VA) healthcare benefits and 5 

services help prevent future health problems, improve their ability to function, and 6 

enhance their quality of life; and 7 

WHEREAS, the eligibility to receive VA benefits and healthcare services are 8 

granted if you have served in the active military: Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, 9 

Marines, Navy, and Space Force., and to include the Korean Vietnam Veterans who 10 

have served in Vietnam as a member of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Korea at 11 

any time during the period beginning on January 9, 1962, and ending on May 7, 1975. 12 
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Other eligibility includes those who have served after September 7, 1980, or entered 1 

active duty after October 16, 1981; or a current or former member of the Reserves; and 2 

WHEREAS, on February 9, 2022, the Independent VA Audit Act was introduced 3 

in the 117th U.S. House of Representatives by Arizona Congressman Paul Gosar as 4 

H.R. 6675, which was referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs; and 5 

WHEREAS, the Independent VA Audit Act seeks to direct the Secretary of 6 

Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a non-governmental entity to 7 

conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of Veterans Affairs; and 8 

WHEREAS, I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam 9 

Legislature) finds that the passage of H.R. 6675 would greatly benefit our Guam 10 

veterans who seek healthcare services through the Guam Veterans Affairs Office, 11 

pursuant to CFR Title 38 of the United States Code for Veterans Benefits, which assists 12 

in the establishment of all claims and entitlements; and  13 

WHEREAS, The Guam Veterans Affairs Office (GVAO) continues its efforts 14 

to increase veterans' access to benefits and services, they have addressed disabling 15 

healthcare issues with the backlog of their clinics. As an advocate, GVAO has focused 16 

on striving to earn the trust and confidence of Guam's veterans and their families in a 17 

continuing effort in the processing of their claims; and 18 

WHEREAS, I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam 19 

Legislature) further finds that the passage of H.R. 6675, the Independent VA Audit 20 

Act, would alleviate long delays and backlogs to receive appointment availability for 21 

hospital care and medical services; and 22 

WHEREAS, veterans using healthcare services at the Department of Veterans 23 

Affairs, both local and state clinics, face potential barriers to their earned benefits and 24 

services, particularly healthcare. Several perceptions of healthcare service barriers 25 

hinder full access to necessary resources of the VA's benefits and services; and  26 
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WHEREAS, the geographical access in which traveling long distances for 1 

healthcare services can represent a significant barrier to obtaining needed services. 2 

Oftentimes, veterans live far from the nearest VA Medical Center, and the geographical 3 

distance between primary and specialty care services delivery also remains a continued 4 

concern over providing medical care to patients in sparsely populated areas; and 5 

WHEREAS, the lack of necessary financial resources, such as health insurance, 6 

represents one of the many barriers to access much-needed patient care. The presence 7 

of copayments and decisions about inclusion or exclusion of priority services and 8 

benefits continue to be the issues burdening the patient receiving the proper patient care 9 

and full access to the VA healthcare system; and 10 

WHEREAS, the cultural differences and expectations may also hinder 11 

healthcare access. Ethnic or socioeconomic factors contribute to financial and 12 

geographical barriers that can arise on the basis of ethnicity, socioeconomic status, 13 

gender, and/or age. The delivery of communication styles between the veteran patient 14 

and the healthcare provider can sometimes result in significant difficulties in obtaining 15 

the care they need or desire; and 16 

WHEREAS, healthcare services may be geographically available, affordable, 17 

and culturally accessible. The timeliness to receiving necessary healthcare services and 18 

other needed resources such as long appointment wait times and available treatment can 19 

lead to disruption in patient care is another notable barrier and the delay in receiving 20 

proper treatment; and 21 

WHEREAS, I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam 22 

Legislature) supports the passage of H.R. 6675, the Independent VA Audit Act, which 23 

seeks a third-party private auditor to conduct an independent audit of the United States 24 

Department of Veterans Affairs', both state and local offices, healthcare system, which 25 

would increase transparency and provide the VA an unbiased, thorough plan to address 26 
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and correct these unsatisfactory delays in obtaining proper and reasonable healthcare 1 

services granted to our nation's veterans; now therefore, be it  2 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Minaʹtrentai Sais Na 3 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of the people of Guam, express the utmost 4 

support of I Mina'Trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan (the 36th Guam Legislature) 5 

for the passage of H.R. 6675, the "Independent VA Audit Act", which seeks to direct 6 

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an agreement with a non-7 

governmental entity to conduct an audit of the healthcare system of the Department of 8 

Veterans Affairs; and be it further 9 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chair of the Committee on Rules certify, 10 

and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of the same 11 

be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Joseph Biden, President of the United States; 12 

to the Honorable Kamala Harris, Vice President of the United States; to the Honorable 13 

Congressman Paul Gosar, Arizona's Delegate to the United States House of 14 

Representative; to the Honorable Congressman Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, Guam's 15 

Delegate to the United States House of Representatives; to the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, 16 

Speaker to the United States House of Representatives; and to the Honorable Lourdes 17 

A. Leon Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 18 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 
I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN ON THE  DAY 
OF APRIL 2022. 

THERESE M. TERLAJE TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

AMANDA L. SHELTON 
Legislative Secretary 


	R315 Title.pdf
	Blank Page




