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I MINA’TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2023 (FIRST) Regular Session

Bill No. 162-37 (LS)

Introduced by: William A. Parkinso A
Thomas J. Fisher

AN ACT TO AMEND §3218.1 OF CHAPTER 3,
ARTICLE 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE
ANNOTATED AND REPEALING RELATIVE TO
UPDATING THE WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH ACT OF 2012.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. / Liheslaturan Gudhan finds
that abortion in Guam is legal, and it is the duty of 7 Liheslaturan to recognize our
responsibility to uphold the rights and well-being of the people of Guam. In pursuit
of a just and equitable society, I Liheslaturan seeks to address the sensitive issue of
abortion, taking into account the diverse perspectives and experiences of our
constituents. Through this legislative intent, we aim to update the legal framework
for the availability of safe and accessible abortion services in Guam while
safeguarding individual rights, promoting public health, and respecting the principle
of personal autonomy.

It is the goal of I Liheslaturan to uphold the constitutional right to privacy and

ensure the freedom of choice regarding reproductive health for individuals in Guam.
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It is essential to recognize that women and pregnant individuals have the right to
make informed decisions about their owﬁ bodies, including the option to terminate
a pregnancy.

I Liheslaturan acknowledges that access to safe and legal abortion services is
crucial to protecting the health and safety of women and pregnant individuals in
Guam. By updating the island’s abortion laws, I Liheslaturan aims to eliminate the
risks posed by unsafe, clandestine procedures and provide a regulated environment
with qualified medical professionals. I Liheslaturan seeks to minimize maternal
mortality rates and complications associated with illegal and unsafe abortion
practices.

I Liheslaturan further finds that by recognizing the unique cultural and socio-
economic diversity of Guam's population, we must address health disparities that
disproportionately affect certain communities in accessing reproductive healthcare.
By updating Guam’s abortion laws, / Liheslaturan aims to ensure equal access to
reproductive healthcare services, regardless of economic status, ethnicity, or
geographical location.

I Liheslaturan also finds that updating the island’s abortion {aws is not an
endorsement of the procedure itself but an acknowledgment that it is a deeply
personal and complex choice. Through comprehensive sex education and accessible

contraceptive methods, we aim to empower individuals to make informed decisions
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about their reproductive health, reducing the number of unintended pregnancies and
abortions.

While I Liheslaturan recognizes the diversity of religious and moral beliefs
on the issue of abortion, this legislation aims to strike a balance by protecting the
rights of individuals to make their own choices based on their personal beliefs and
values. We aim to respect and safeguard the right of religious freedom while also
preserving the principle of secular governance.

Finally, I Liheslaturan finds that by providing a clear legal framework, we
aim to offer guidance to healthcare providers and ensure consistent and
compassionate care for individuals seeking abortion services. / Lihesiaturan seeks
to avoid ambiguity in the law and provide a stable foundation for the effective
implementation of reproductive healthcare policies.

The updating of outdate abortion laws in Guam is a significant step towards
upholding individual rights, protecting public health, and fostering a compassionate
society. Through this legislative intent, we aim to create an environment where
access to safe and legal abortion is available to those who seek it, while respecting
the diverse values and perspectives of our community.

Section 2.  Subsection (b)(1) of §3218.1, Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 2 of

Guam Code Annotated is hereby amended to read:

(1) atHeasttwenty-four(24)-hours-before-the-abertien; tThe physician who is
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to perform the abortion or a qualified person has informed the woman in person or

through a virtual medical consultation of the following;

(A) the name of the physician who will perform the abortion;
(B) the following medically accurate information that a reasonable
person would consider material to the decision of whether or not to
undergo the abortion:
(1) a description of the proposed aborti-on method and
(1) the immediate and long-term medical risks associated with
the proposed abortion method, including but not limited to any
risks of infection, hemorrhage, cervical or uterine perforation,
and any potential effect upon future capability to conceive as

well as to sustain a pregnancy to full term;

bor-child-at thetime-the-abortion-is-to-be-performed:

(EC) the medical risks associated with carrying the child to term;

(ED) any need for anti-Rh immune globulin therapy if she is Rh
negative, the likely consequences of refusing such therapy, and the cost

of the therapy;
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Section 3. Subsection (b)(2) of §3218.1, Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 2 of

Guam Code Annotated is hereby repealed:




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

bt ol el o,
Section 4. Subsection (b)(3) of §3218.1, Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 2 of

Guam Code Annotated is hereby repealed:

Section 5. Subsection (b)(4) of §3218.1, Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 2 of

Guam Code Annotated is hereby amended to read:

(4) The information in Subsections (b)(1);-(b}¥2)-and-(b)}3) of this § 3218.1 is

provided to the woman individually and-in-a—privatereom to protect her

privacy and maintain the confidentiality of her decision and to ensure that the
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information focuses on her individual circumstances and that she has an

adequate opportunity to ask questions.

Section 6. The entirety of Subsections (b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7), and (b)(8) of
§3218.1, Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 2 of Guam Code Annotated are hereby

repealed:
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Section 7. The entirety of Subsections (c), (d), (), (f), and (g) of §3218.1,

Title 10, Chapter 3, Article 2 of Guam Code Annotated are hereby repealed:
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Section 8. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective upon enactment.

Section 9. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to

any person or circumstance is found to be invalid or inorganic, such invalidity
shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect

without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this

Act is severable.

13





